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after these arrangements, a larger proportion was
exacted, and in some exceptional cases the taxation
was pushed to such a point that the villagers left
their lands, and fled for the time, or until a better
state of things was established.

Under Akbar's arrangement, with the addition of
certain cesses on trades and other duties of the
nature of an octroi, no less than ^30,000,000 were
paid annually into the Imperial treasury, nor, though
the people were much more oppressed and the
public peace w^s much more disturbed under his
successors, is there any reason to believe that a less
sum was collected by the various emperors of the
Mogul dynasty until the great Mahratta conquests
and the break up of the empire.* For one hundred
and seventy years it is stated by competent
authorities that this was the lowest amount of the
Imperial revenue; and when the period is taken into
consideration, as well as the large jaghires and rent-
free grants given to favourites, this sum, drawn from
150,000,000 people at the outside, certainly repre-
sents a much larger revenue than has ever been
collected under our rule.

Nevertheless, save immediately after some out-
break or invasion, there was no evidence that the
country was impoverished; while during the whole
period the manufactures of India were, as they had
been for centuries before, sought after all over the

* Mr. W. W. Hunter, who is paid ^3,000 a year as Director-
General of the Statistical Department in Calcutta, partly in order
that he may act as Advocate-General of the Indian Government
in Edinburgh, puts Akbar's revenue at ^42,000,000, and Aurung-
zib's revenue in all at ^80,000,000 yearly, which of course
strengthens the argument in the text.